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the will for co-operation. The rest, e.g., special courses for the individual needs of each
church of a co-operative seminary (preachingexercises, courses in’ traditional church-
doctrine, etc.) could be arranged for. [t is to be stressed that the idea is not that of fusing
a number of seminaries together, but that of real co-operation. The .identity of each indi-
vidual church should not be deleted. . If one ventures to face the promising facts of such
a co-operation one cannot but be all for it. The opportunity of having a big school without
being forced to keep standards down, where requirements are valid, with ample facilities,
teachers (who can concentrate on their subjects) and the opportunity of eventually.building
up a department of theology or a Divinity School which could be connected with the Chinese
University — all this should make us very willing to find ways and means to this end.

The Next Step

At present we are in the process of finding out who is willing. We are discussing the question
mentioned above. Although all recognise what a good idea this is there are still a numbg
of obstacles to be overcome. The whole question has yet to be brought before the Church
Boards, the Mission Boards, the Synods of different churches and-is subject to their approval

or disapproval. We trust, however, that everybody who has a say in these matters will

look into the question carefully and finally agree: there is no other intelligent way of solving
this great problem. And there should be no question about making a positive contribution
to the benefit of the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The course of our review covers g long period of time. It is clear that I couldn’'t go
into detail on every single subject. What has been said is bound to be one-sided and
fragmentary, but it may bring out some of the most important events and problems of
Lok-Yuk Theological Seminary and Theological Education in Hong Kong respectively. In
this way, I hope, this lines may be of some interest for the friends of this school.
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Improvements

A long contemplated and recently realized improvement of the sanitary facilities for
the male students is the newly built shower-room, washstands and a covered space for
indoor sport activities. At the same time some necessary repairs and small improveinents
in-and-outside the main building, in the kitchen and on the small sports field could be
carried out.

Meetings

As regards our communal life: We had a number of helpful devotional meetings
at the beginning of the winter term and during the first half of it. At the former, held
in the first two evenings of the term, two men who are themselves actively engaged in the
training of men and women for the ministry gave us a stimulating and penetrating
message. The latter were meetings which were not intended for us but for the congrega-
tion of Sai Kung. However, they turned out to be just as much a change and stimulant
for us as for them. In November we had the rare opportunity to welcome ecumenical
guestg in our midst: Mr. & Mrs. M. M. Thomas. They were on a visiting tour in S.E.A.
on behalf and on the invitation of the Association of theological Seminaries in S.I5.A.
Mr. Thomas, who is the president of a research center for “Church and modern society” in
Bangalore (India), visited three seminaries in Hong Kong, i.e., those which are connected
with the named Association. He delivered two lectures about his personal research work.
Mr. Thomas's intimate knowledge and insight of what modern society is and how the

the Church reacts to it’s challenge was very revealing and helpful for all of us.

Concerning the Ministry

Our last subject deals with the hopes, plans and what is actually done for an effective
co-operation between some theological schools in Hong Kong. The need for co-operation
is obvious. It can hardly be justified that there are nine different and generally small
schools in an area where only about 100,000 protestant Christians live. FEach of these
schools is obliged to build up and maintain an as much as possible up-to-date standard of
training. They need buildings, residences, libraries, teaching staff, and, of course, students
and funds. The result of these rather big investments are not at all encouragin. The
standards cannot be as high as desired and necessary because the competition is mostly
lacking. Therefore many students do not quite satisfy the entrance requirements. On the
other hand are the teachers who are to do the work of two or three. This does in no way
improve their standard of teaching nor promote their own research-work. The reasons
for having seperate seminaries which were upheld until recently — somewhere may be up
to - day are no longer valid. Language differences, traditional and doctrinal
differences, denominational differences and the like may and can be overcome by a certain

degree of preparedness for mutual understanding, for sacrifice of some ‘seperation-

promoting’ preoccupations and the basic recognition of the actual need and consequently
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They brought with them their great experience of work in the educational field. Most
of the thirty odd years they had spent in China were at the Lok-Yuk Seminary. In Hong
Kong Rev. H. Wyder was first called upon to fill the post of the Vice-principal and at
the same time to do the work of a Dean of Studies. This gave Rev. Wyder the opportuni-
ty to see to it that right from the new beginning everything ran smoothly and ectiiciently.
During the last years, Rev. Wyder was again elected Principal. Tt goes without saying
that we all owe Rev. & Mrs. Wyder very much. They will retain a distinguished place
in the memory of those who had the opportunity to be their students and those who had
the honour to be their colleagues. The high degree of recognition and appreciation which
Rev. Wyder experienced in his various connections with church-leaders and specially with
those engaged in theological education is still noticeable in the attitude towards our semi-

nary.

Recent changes

It is the more regrettable that Rev. & Mrs. Wyder had to return to Switzerland on retire-
ment in July 1964. It was no easy task to take over from Rev. Wyder, but the new
Principal and the remaining faculty-members had to do their best to keep up with the

standard already set and even try to improve and develop our still small schooi.

The retirement of Rev. & Mrs. Wyder reduced our residential staff to four teachers.
So the first job was to find some additional teaching-staff. To our great reiiel Rev. J.
Keck, the new representative of the DBasel Mission in Hong Kong, was willing to join us.
At the same time the Rev. S. K. Tong, cne of the pastors of the church, and Mr Way,
teacher of Religious Education at a Lutheran Middle School in Kowloon, agreed to take
over some of the courses. The loss of Rev. & Mrs. Wyder cannot be compensated, but 1t
was possible to make up for it to some extend. People enquiring about our semnary are
usually astonished that we are such a small school. We have at present only 14 students.
Three are in the preparatory class, one is on sick - leave. In fact, of the schools which
recruit their students mainly in Hong Kong are that small, because there are so many
seminaries and the churches which are running them are very small indeed. This point
will be taken up again further down.

Let us now have a look at the present state of affairs.

Library

The library plays, of course, an very important role in a training center, both for
students and for the teaching staff. But up to last year our’s was in a not very encourag-
_ing state, mainly because of the lack of funds.Through the evry generous gift of DM 12,000 by
the Church of Wiirttemberg (S.W. Germany) we were able to purchase a large guantity
of English, Chinese and German books, which made our library really deserve it’s name.
Moving it to quieter quarters and somic other minor changes made it a useful and the
longer the more used instrument of study for students and faculty-members.



A Short review of the history. the present circumstances and
the future of Lok-Yuk Theological Seminary of
the Tsung Tsin Mission, Hong Kong.

by Richard Deutsch

In China

The Lok-Yuk Theological Seminary was founded in Lilong (Kwangtung Province) in
1864. Already before this time there had been some kind of training for Catechists. At
first the seminary bore the name “Suen Tsin” which later on was changed to lLok-Yuk.
The location of the seminary has changed three times during it’s history and has it’s fourth
home now here in Sai Kung, Hong Kong. In 1951 the training of pastors at Lok-Yuk
Seminary, which was then situated in Mei District, came to a forced end. The more than
200 Hakka-speaking congregations in and outside China which had hitherto relied on this
training-center for their pastors could no longer get their men from there.

In Hong Kong

The acute shortage of ministers in Hong Kong and elsewhere led to the decision
by the Hong Kong diocese of the Tsung Tsin Church to take upon it the continuation of
the seminary. For this purpose they bought a two-storey building just outside the mar-
keting center of Sai Kung District. At the same time the Church Board selected a
young pastor, the present Principal, Rev. Daniel T. W. Chow (B.D.), and sent him to
Britain for further studies. To cope with the problem of insufficient teaching staff and thé
heavy financial burden they got into touch with the Basel Mission and the Sister-churches
in Europe.

At that time there were, it is true, already other seminaries in Hong Kong. Dut it
is equally true that a church with a long tradition and a well developed theology would
not easily rely on others to get it’s pastors. By that time the many new and old churches
in Hong Kong urgently needéd many pastors for their fast growing congregations. There
were quite a number of facts which forced the task on the then rather small Tsung T sin
Church in Hong Kong.

A new start

To continue our short review we must, in the ﬁrst place mention our honoured former
,Prmcnpal Rev H. Wyder and Mrs. E. \Vyder-Thurneysen They responded willingly to
. the call from Hong Kong Already SIxty and sixty-seven years of age, respectively, they
agreed to come to Hong Kong and to help w1th the re- establ:shment of the seminary.
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Lok-Yuk Theological Seminary Bulletin,,

TSUNG TSIN MISSION, HONG KONG.
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