
Passages For Spiritual Preparation 

Exodus 34:4-8 English Standard Version (ESV) 
4 So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the morning and went up 

on Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of stone. 5 

The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the 

LORD. 6 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast 

love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear 

the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the 

third and the fourth generation.” 8 And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and 

worshiped. 

Nehemiah 5:1-16 English Standard Version (ESV) 
5 Now there arose a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish 

brothers. 2 For there were those who said, “With our sons and our daughters, we are many. So 

let us get grain, that we may eat and keep alive.” 3 There were also those who said, “We are 

mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and our houses to get grain because of the famine.” 4 And 

there were those who said, “We have borrowed money for the king's tax on our fields and our 

vineyards. 5 Now our flesh is as the flesh of our brothers, our children are as their children. Yet 

we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of our daughters have 

already been enslaved, but it is not in our power to help it, for other men have our fields and 

our vineyards.” 

6 I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these words. 7 I took counsel with myself, and I 

brought charges against the nobles and the officials. I said to them, “You are exacting interest, 

each from his brother.” And I held a great assembly against them 8 and said to them, “We, as far 

as we are able, have bought back our Jewish brothers who have been sold to the nations, but 

you even sell your brothers that they may be sold to us!” They were silent and could not find a 

word to say. 9 So I said, “The thing that you are doing is not good. Ought you not to walk in the 

fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies? 10 Moreover, I and my 

brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us abandon this exacting of 

interest. 11 Return to them this very day their fields, their vineyards, their olive orchards, and 

their houses, and the percentage of money, grain, wine, and oil that you have been exacting 

from them.” 12 Then they said, “We will restore these and require nothing from them. We will 

do as you say.” And I called the priests and made them swear to do as they had promised. 13 I 

also shook out the fold of my garment and said, “So may God shake out every man from his 

house and from his labor who does not keep this promise. So may he be shaken out and 



emptied.” And all the assembly said “Amen” and praised the LORD. And the people did as they 

had promised. 

14 Moreover, from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, from 

the twentieth year to the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes the king, twelve years, neither I nor 

my brothers ate the food allowance of the governor. 15 The former governors who were before 

me laid heavy burdens on the people and took from them for their daily ration forty shekels of 

silver. Even their servants lorded it over the people. But I did not do so, because of the fear of 

God. 16 I also persevered in the work on this wall, and we acquired no land, and all my servants 

were gathered there for the work. 

Matthew 23:1-36 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 

Moses' seat, 3 so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. For they 

preach, but do not practice. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's 

shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger. 5 They do all their 

deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, 6 and 

they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues 7 and greetings in the 

marketplaces and being called rabbi by others. 8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have 

one teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one 

Father, who is in heaven. 10 Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. 
11 The greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 

whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 

13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in 

people's faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in.  15 

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to make a 

single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell 

as yourselves. 

16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is nothing, but if 

anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ 17 You blind fools! For which 

is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? 18 And you say, ‘If anyone 

swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is 

bound by his oath.’ 19 You blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the 

gift sacred? 20 So whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21 And 

whoever swears by the temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it. 22 And whoever swears 

by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him who sits upon it.  



23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and 

have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you 

ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides, straining out a gnat and 

swallowing a camel! 

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the 

plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the 

inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean.  

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which 

outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. 28 So 

you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and 

lawlessness. 

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and 

decorate the monuments of the righteous, 30 saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, 

we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31 Thus you 

witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, 

then, the measure of your fathers. 33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape 

being sentenced to hell? 34 Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of 

whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from 

town to town, 35 so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood 

of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between 

the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.  

Luke 10:25-37 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 
25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 

inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And 

he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to 

him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”  

29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A 

man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him 

and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down 

that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he 

came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he 

journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him 

and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and 

brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and 



gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will 

repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to 

the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus 

said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”  

James 2:1-13 English Standard Version (ESV) 
2 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 

glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor 

man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine 

clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over 

there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and 

become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those 

who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised 

to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who 

oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the 

honorable name by which you were called? 

8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 

convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 

has become guilty of all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 

murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the 

law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For 

judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

1 John 3:11-18 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 
11 For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one 

another. 12 We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And 

why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous. 13 Do not 

be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed out of death 

into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 15 Everyone who 

hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.  

16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for 

the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his 

heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or 

talk but in deed and in truth. 



Revelation 20:11-15 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and 

sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 

before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book 

of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had 

done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who 

were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 

Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of 

fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 

lake of fire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


